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to the heathen themselves, whose feelings about it have
not, however, been put on record.

Donne's next sermon of public importance was preached
in St. James's Palace a few days after the death of his
old master James L James died on March 27, 1625 ;
the new king, Charles I, had shut himself up in St.
James's Palace; but on Sunday, April 3, he sent for
Donne to preach to him in the palace chapel. From a
few scraps of old paper preserved by chance, we are able
to make for ourselves a more than usually vivid picture
of this Sunday afternoon nearly three hundred years ago.
Dorme, who had been seriously ill, was plainly thrown
into great agitation by the royal command to preach
before the inscrutable prince who was now beginning his
fateful reign. He writes to a friend at court begging that
on his arrival at the palace he may hide himself in an out-
chamber or closet till the time for the sermon. He must
preach fasting, he says, and after the sermon would steal
into his coach and return home. Another letter of a con-
temporary witness describes the very pale face and deep
mourning of the young king as he went to the chapel,
draped in a plain black cloak that fell to his ankles.
Donne began his sermon with a discreet reference to the
death of the old king, and then proceeded to preach a
controversial sermon against the Roman Catholic and
Puritan controversialists of the time ; but three weeks
later, preaching at Denmark House, where the embalmed
body of James I lay in state, his references to his departed
master are more explicit; and in one splendid passage
about the king's dead hand, he keeps repeating, at the
end of his intricate clauses, the word ' dead' in a way that
makes it ring out like the tolling of a bell, and which in
- his accomplished delivery ngiust have produced a strange
effect of musical and sombre rhetoric.

In 1625 Donne was driven out of London by the plague
and took refuge with his friend Magdalen Herbert, George
Herbert's mother, who was now-married to Sir John-